
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Catholic Charities Corporation 
 
  
Your Project Title: Embracing the Arts 

Your Project Summary: The Fatima Family Center (Fatima) makes a concerted effort to expose residents 

of all ages to the arts through education and participation. We introduce children, ages 5-13, to the arts 

during summer camp and after-school activities taught by well-known artists. We partner with Cleveland’s 

premier arts organizations as they lead activities at Fatima and their institutions. Seniors will participate in 

music and storytelling programs, and will visit area arts-focused venues. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application somewhat meets the funding requirements. It's quite clear that the public 

community enjoys and sees the direct benefit in the children's and senior's programming. The importance 

of artistic programming the capacity of a summer camp and after school programming greatly benefits the 

community at large. However it is unclear how the public is made aware of this free programming. How are 

children selected? Is it based on a case by case need or is it specific to a certain school etc? There is very 

little detail about their broader community. It would also be in their favor to go into further detail how they 

will be engaging the arts organizations they have mentioned and the history of their relationship. There is 

a public benefit within this program--but it is not clear beyond "the people want it." 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: I appreciate the time Catholic Charities has taken in planning their programming “with” the 

community. They know and understand the needs of their community, and their application for Embracing 

the Arts reflects this. The applicant provides evidence throughout the application that funding criteria for 

Public Benefit, Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy, and Organizational Capacity are met. I particularly thought that 

Catholic Charities' budget responses were clear. I appreciated the specificity of the hourly rate of pay by 

the number of classes and the dance teaching artist fee too. My only two concerns are the oversell on “well 

known” artists (project summary). I didn’t see any evidence that these were well known from my perspective, 

so it would have been helpful to know the perspective for that declaration. The second is the fact that the 

programs for the 300 are free, except for the summer camps and they don't break down that number. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The application clearly states the programming goals and use of surveys to indicate need and 

impact on participants. The partnerships across the area show an impressive commitment to providing 

quality arts education. Not being from Cleveland, I found it hard to decipher the makeup of participants from 

the Fatima Center. The demographics of the neighborhood were mentioned, but no other reference to the 

individuals was included in the application. Additionally, I would have liked a more thorough explanation of 

the fee for the 9-week camp. It was unclear to me if these fees presented barriers to student access and 

how those community members who experience financial hardship can take part in the programs offered. 

 

 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This application does meet the funding criteria. What a huge impact this program has even with 

a modest budget. The instructors are well-qualified and clearly dedicated to the youth in this community 

based on their tenure. I applaud your data collection efforts. This application started with program evaluation 

data that stated over 80% of participants have been positively impacted by arts programming at Fatima. 

Strong support materials were included and the budget was well-detailed and appropriate for this type of 

program. Well done! 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application meets the criteria for public benefit. I appreciate that they are responding to 

their survey data and bringing more arts programming to the community and thinking of ways for more 

people to engage. I also appreciate that they will offer a total of 36 music classes. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

